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URGENT CALL FOR TREASURER    Can You Help? 
APA finances are easily managed. We are in urgent need of a member to 

take this role,  and to become involved in other committee matters.        
Call President Craig Boaden on 0417 676 476 for details of the role. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN AVALON: WHAT’S HAPPENING IN AVALON: 

The Draft Concept Plan for the Avalon Shared Space has been released. You can see it here.  It will go on exhibition for 
four weeks and APA will have an opportunity to meet with Jeremy Smith from NBC who is overseeing this project. Storm-
water mitigation is built into the design via improved drainage and water sensitive designs (including green landscaping to 
absorb water). Construction of the permanent Shared Space is currently scheduled for winter 2027. The road surface will 
be resheeted.  

Careel Bay Shops 

We understand Liquor and Gaming NSW approved the proposed ‘packaged liquor’ store application on 19 May 2026, de-
spite NBC and others objecting. This liquor licence in NSW allows businesses to sell only alcohol that will be consumed away 
from the licensed premises. Example: bottle shops and online businesses.  

NBC are using a different approach, by objecting to the site’s boundary. In addition the plan itself should have had a sepa-
rate entrance to the liquor store from the  entry to the childcare facility. The liquor licence application submitted was based 
on an old version of the plans which showed a single entrance. To date there has been no approval for the fit-out of a liq-
uor store on that site.  

Some local residents are applying to NSW Civil and Administrative Tribunal (NCAT) to overturn the Liquor Licence granted 
to Dan Murphys.  

Palmgrove Road stormwater works. 

NBC has a detailed design underway to deal with stormwater on the western side of the upper part of Palmgrove Rd, near 
the intersection with The Knoll and Coolawin. There are substantial underground services (water, power, gas) here. NBC’s 
Capital works budget will fund this work. Typically, council does not reveal budgets by project prior to going to tender. The 
special rates variation has brought forward many capital works projects.  

Pedestrian Crossing at Sanders Lane  

A Concept Design will be prepared by NBC as the Sydney Water work nears completion.  A pedestrian crossing at Old  Bar-
renjoey Rd and The Crescent is also proposed as part of this design.   

Rockpool Maintenance: 

Palm Beach: works in place – urgent improvements to handrail and upgrading the road from bitumen to concrete. A larger 
project to refurbish the pool and surrounds is slated for design and implementation in 2027/28, likely in winter 2028 

Avalon Beach: immediate repair of pool posts and chain is planned for winter 2026 with a pool refurbishment in 2027 

Bilgola Beach Pool : is planned to be refurbished over winter 2027. 

https://yoursay.northernbeaches.nsw.gov.au/streets-shared-spaces-avalon-beach


Braving the contraflow traffic on Barrenjoey Rd 

APA  

FIGHTING  

FUND 

 

Council’s draft LEP/DCP (Local Environment Plan/Development Control Plan) LEP/DCP  

 

This has been underway for 5 years and will go on exhibition from mid-July for the maximum time 
(6 weeks – date to be confirmed ). Extensive consultation is anticipated. 

 As this is a complex document APA is considering employing  Planning Consultant Bill Tulloch 
to prepare a  professional report.  There is almost sufficient in our APA FIGHTING FUND to 
cover the cost of the consultant; however additional donations are required.   
 
If you want to ensure that the new LEP/DCP is relevant to the specific natural and built envi-
ronment of Avalon Beach please assist us to make this professional submission to Council.   

 
APA WESTPAC BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 

Account name: Avalon Preservation Association  BSB:732 -095     Acc: 070127  
Include the term ‘Fighting Fund’ and your name in the reference box so we can thank you.  
 

Dog Park on Central Road east  

Council has inspected this poorly maintained dog park  and left over materials have been removed. The park still floods dur-
ing heavy rain and is very muddy underfoot. Thick heavy soil exacerbates the issue. Currently NBC has no plans to improve 
this area. APA have requested if Council can consider more topsoil and grass for the area. By comparison the  Etival St dog 
park seems to be much better maintained 

Sydney Water 

APA has written to Sydney Water querying its use of car spaces for storage on Avalon Parade and in the Surf Club car park. 
NBC council staff and councillors have also approached Sydney Water. Sydney Water’s response  is,  that if they cannot 
have these laydown areas the project will be delayed. Only once all the new pipes have been laid, connected  and tested 
will Sydney Water know if further work is needed.  

Hitchcock Park – Nocturnal Dogs? 

New signage was installed, indicating dogs were to be off leash only at night.                                                                                    
This was a mistake. The signs were meant for a park in Frenchs Forest and have now been replaced. 

eBike vandalism of Pickleball Courts in Avalon  

NBC have had complaints from other sporting associations of eBike riders menacing netballers (for instance). NBC can          
respond by sending rangers to the areas affected.   

 

Dunbar Park improvements 

The NBC Parks team is responsible for Dunbar Park. Proposed improvements include new lighting and seating near the exer-
cise area and under shade structures in the southeast corner near the library. The new lighting will be positioned between 
the existing trees.  

 

Pump Bike Path  

After considering various locations, and settling on a location between the ‘yellow brick road’ and the creek, NBC now have 
decided the area is too prone to flooding . Instead ,this funding will now be allocated to the design and construction of a toi-
let block in the village.  

Avalon Reserve Playground (next to Avalon Surf club).  

An updated concept design will go on exhibition in the Have Your Say on the NBC website soon.  



 

Policy on artificial turf  

APA have had some discussion on microplastics, and utility of artificial turf used in sporting venues and soft fall (a different 
substance) used in playgrounds. The playground near the Surf Club was closed off for years due to bacterial infection in 
mulch-style softfall . Old-fashioned sand is also unpopular as a playground surface. APA will be vigilant on future NBC in-
stallation of artificial surfaces and query their use.     

Avalon Dunes management change                                                                                                                                     
Our coastal dunes are now to be managed by the Coasts and Catchments section of NBC, instead of Parks and Reserves. 

 

Careel Bay/Barrenjoey Rd verge 

There has been extensive weeding and mulching along this section of Barrenjoey Road, and temporary fencing erected to 
prevent people parking on newly planted tube stock. 

Elevated walk-cycleway Newport to The Serpentine South, Bilgola Beach  

This is due to finish in September2026. For this project, $2.7M came from State Government and $300K from Council. Work  
includes improvement to the old walkway east of the elevated walkway and planting.  

SAVE THE DATE  

APA AGM  on 12th November  

  Speaker:  A/Prof Peter Davies, Macquarie University  

Topic: Where have all the trees gone? The cumulative impact 
of suburban redevelopment.  

Peter Davies is a professor of sustainability at Macquarie University. Peter commenced his academic career in 2012, follow-
ing 20 years of working in state and local government and in consultancy. This industry-related experience spanned senior 
leadership roles across the water, environmental protection, and energy sectors and in local government with responsibili-

ties for environmental planning and policy, sustainability, and corporate planning and reporting, which has enabled a       
practice-based focus on his research and collaborations.  

 

Volunteer Awards Night 2026 

We are very proud of our APA committee 
member Peter Mayman who has guided APA 
with wise advice and hard work for decades 

including many years as APA President.   

Thank you very much Peter and our hearty        
Congratulations !  

The Mackellar Volunteer Awards Night is an 
annual event hosted in Volunteer Week by the 

Federal Member for Mackellar, Dr. Sophie 
Scamps MP, to recognize outstanding local 

contributors. 



The aims of APA are to  

•  Preserve the natural beauty of the area through promoting proper planning of all future development  

•  Express positively and in appropriate quarters the point of view of residents with regards to any proposed devel-

opment and to protect the residential amenity of the area  

• Work with and assist local government in any efforts to improve and beautify the locality and where appropriate 

instigate such improvements  

PO Box 1 Avalon Beach 2107   http://avalonpreservationassociation.org.au/ and on Facebook                                       

email: avalonpreservationa@gmail.com 

In APA, we care for Avalon because we live here  

APA Representing Avalon Residents  

APA makes submissions to Council, NSW Government and other bodies on development applications and policy develop-

ments as they affect the residents of Avalon and surrounds. This important work on your behalf means that our community 

is represented when large new works or policies are being discussed.  

 

Cockatoos Raiding Red Bins 

Residents of Lorne, on Victoria's scenic Great Ocean Road, have been locked in a battle of wits for years now. They've been 
fighting skirmishes with a large flock of increasingly intelligent sulphur-crested cockatoos that love lifting the lids of the 
town's wheelie bins and spreading rubbish on the ground. Have a look at the solution found by Lorne’s Mens’ Shed 

Cockies are raiding bins in Avalon. APA has contacted NBC asking if our red bins could be made Cockie-proof.  

Spot the Difference  - Cook Pines vs Norfolk Island Pines  

Right: These Cook Pines  Araucaria columnaris are in the park south of the skate 
park. They are sometimes called Cook Island Pines, but they are native to New 
Caledonia and named after Captain James Cook. Other names include Cook’s 
Pine and the New Caledonia Pine. The bark is rough with bits curling off, and they 
often have two leaders and lean towards the north, as these do. Why is this? Find 
out here. 

Norfolk Island Pine Araucaria heterophylla, has sparser foliage, branches more 
spaced, and smoother bark. Heterophylla means different leaves, because the 
juvenile leaves are different from foliage on older trees. The pine cones shatter 
and fall, and the seeds on the ground seem to be a major food for Sulphur Crest-
ed Cockatoos.  

 

The difference between these pines is 

obvious  in the main Mona Vale Beach 

carpark. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyf9EgYLFNc
https://youtu.be/iutkl5sqACI?si=N8AegZ2-sobsfbax

