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Annual General Meeting, Tuesday 4th November   

Our guest speaker this year, Pittwater MP Jacqui Scruby, spoke on   local issues and 

answered questions from the audience. We were very impressed with her scope 

and depth of knowledge.  

The APA Committee elected for 2025-2026: 

President: Craig Boaden (below left),  
Vice President and Interim Honorary Treasurer: Dianne Ramsay   
Secretary :Helena van de Linde  
Membership Secretary: Marita Macrae.  
Committee members:                                                                                                    
Peter Mayman, Roger Sayers, Geoff Searl,  Joel 
Seaton 

 

We farewelled and thanked retiring Treasurer 

Ken Roberts (right) after many years of service on 

the APA committee.  

 
Craig Boaden. APA President 
 
Catch up with APA on our website:  
https://avalonpreservationassociation.org.au/ 
 

We wish all our APA Members and Friends  

a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in Avalon ? 

Sanders Lane and The Crescent pedestrian crossings on Old Barrenjoey Rd near Avalon Public School. The councils con-

cept plan for due in early January. The original scope increased to include a pedestrian crossing north of The Crescent 

across Old Barrenjoey Rd and a continuous pathway from Sanders Lane to these crossings. 



 

Braving the contraflow traffic on Barrenjoey Rd 

Dunbar Park Open Air Gym, near the rAnnexe ecreation hall.  

This newly installed open-air gym was planned in part of the consultation                                                                                                                   
process for the Avalon Place Plan  

The  next Plan project is lighting, near the  Old Barrenjoey Rd                                                                                                              
shared space, to be completed before July 2026.  

Off Road Cycle Park Avalon. The site selected for an off-road bike track is    
just north of the ½ basketball court alongside the yellow brick road.                   
A design consultant will be engaged. This area is prone to flooding at times.  

Telford Rd plaque on the lane off Barrenjoey Rd near North Avalon Road.     
Installation is due this week explaining the old cobblestone road is                       
an historic feature.  

Avalon Shared space trial. The tender period for a design consultant to meet 
our traffic/pedestrian needs closed on 14 October. The report/recommendation 
is to be discussed/decided at council meeting Tuesday 16 December 2025.  

When the consultant is appointed, they will be tasked to engage with APA and Avalon Business Chamber to work on a de-
sign which can start to be implemented after Sydney Water finish mid-2026.  

Shared path Newport to Bilgola Beach – This is progressing with the project to finish mid 2026. The next installation will be 
a cantilevered frame along the Serpentine, then a boardwalk, followed by landscaping.  

You can see the detailed plans for this path here.  

Sydney Water on Old Barrenjoey Rd have a hiatus till March and they plan to finish the work in June 2026. Most work 
zones are now sealed over temporarily.  

 

Other issues: 

NSW Government planning reforms and housing delivery authority targets 
Our  Pittwater MP Jacqui Scruby and our council NBC are responding to the state government planning reforms which will 
start to have an impact on approval pathways for local developments.  
 
NBC’s overarching response to the various reforms is that we need infrastructure to match planned housing increases. 
Jacqui held a Community Planning Forum in November at which James Farrington (a NBC staff expert) gave  an insightful 
presentation on the impact. Watch it here .                                                                                                                                                      
 
Jacqui commented that one upside to being part of a larger Local Government Area (LGA) is that NBC can choose where to 
deliver its housing targets. Jacqui successfully lobbied the minister to reduce the targeted zones for low to midrise housing 
from five to just one in the Pittwater area, so that most of the development will occur south of Mona Vale Rd. Areas with 
planned large-scale developments are Wilga Wilson (Elanora Heights) and Lizard Rock (Oxford Falls). Other large-scale de-
velopments are underway for approval near Warringah Mall and in French’s Forest. A development proposed for Ingleside 
recently failed to gain approval due to lack of infrastructure to service the new homes.  
 
If you’d like to comment on the planning reforms, you can sign these petitions:  
https://www.change.org/p/save-mona-vale-from-government-6-8-storey-higher-density-over-development 

https://www.jacquiscruby.com.au/save_mona_vale_from_low_and_mid_rise_developments  

Northern Beaches Hospital 
Healthscope – the operator of 37 hospitals is in receivership and has no buyer.  The NSW Government offer to purchase 
NBH from them has been accepted at $190 million but waiting on approval from the finance department. The government 
will try to find a solution to continue to offer private services (as well as public) as over 70% of local people have private in-
surance. Jacqui has held roundtables with doctors and Health Minister Ryan Park - there are likely to be more updates in 
coming weeks so please sign up to her newsletter and share communication with your members.  

 

https://hdp-au-prod-app-nthbch-yoursay-files.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/7917/5203/5112/Newport_Beach_to_Bilgola_Beach_Coast_Walk_-_Detailed_designs.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r46uW-eE1UQ
https://www.change.org/p/save-mona-vale-from-government-6-8-storey-higher-density-over-development
https://www.jacquiscruby.com.au/save_mona_vale_from_low_and_mid_rise_developments


eBikes  
Our current legislation only has definitions for pushbikes or motorcycles . It does not recognise  eBikes as different from 
pushbikes. Currently the state government narrative/discussion has become about the defining of which bikes should be 
declared illegal (power/size). Jacqui is not convinced this will solve all our eBike challenges with kids riding on footpaths and 
lack of helmets , and she will continue to push for new legislation which defines and covers all types of eBikes. 

 
Here are some links to her recent statements,   

https://www.jacquiscruby.com.au/jacqui_scruby_mp_calls_for_nsw_to_lead_with_ebike_licensing_and_registrationand 

And see recent media  https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/e-bikes-in-NSW-to-250-watts-EN-15194-standard-2025.php 

https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/doctors-urge-parents-to-stop-buying-illegal-e-bikes-as-children-s-injuries-double-

20251203-p5nkm4.html 

 NBC is holding a Compostable Kitchen waste trial in Dee Why/Cromer                                          
Our organic garden waste that we put in the green bins is incinerated to be turned into soil to be used as fertiliser in agri-
culture. Adding compostable kitchen waste could significantly reduce the burden on landfill. Those of us who already com-
post our kitchen waste must appreciate the volume of garbage we save. During the trial the council is picking up food, or-
ganic and garden organics in the Green bins with a view to introducing a separate (Burgundy) FOGO bin.(Food Organics 
Garden Organics) in the future.  

Weeds                                                                                                                                                               
Our sister organisation Pittwater Natural Heritage Association (PNHA) raised Biosecurity issues with Jacqui at the meeting. 

The state government funding made available under the Biosecurity Act 2015 is currently prioritised towards rural areas 

where weeds impact on food production. We have a lot of weeds moving from residential areas into our parklands and 

Council and bushcare groups are working on removing these. The Act  focuses on new and emerging weeds, but PNHA con-

siders it doesn't recognise that established weeds are a serious threat to biodiversity in our bushland and must receive  more 

Left: Madeira Vine, Anredera cordifolia, 

grows brittle aerial tubers along its 

stems which fall to the ground and 

grow. The heavy vine can smother 

trees. Its removal needs long term 

work.  

Right: Avalon is Sydney’s  African Olive 

coastal hotspot , forming much of the 

roadside “hedge” around Avalon Golf 

Course.  

End of life vessels in Pittwater                                                                                                                                                                                  
Jacqui discussed this issue with us. There are 300 vessels in Pittwater at end-of-life stage. Jacqui has been in touch with 

the Department of Transport.  See Transport for NSW Report - Nov 2025 - read it here. She will engage with stakeholders 

(Sailing Clubs, Maritime, Rural Fire service) on this issue to see how to best advocate on our behalf. 

Asparagus Fern is another weed we can’t ignore. To 

remove, cut out the central growing crown. The tu-

bers on the roots only store water and cant grow 

once the crown is gone. Put crown and any berries in 

your green bin.  

https://www.jacquiscruby.com.au/jacqui_scruby_mp_calls_for_nsw_to_lead_with_ebike_licensing_and_registrationand
https://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/e-bikes-in-NSW-to-250-watts-EN-15194-standard-2025.php
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/doctors-urge-parents-to-stop-buying-illegal-e-bikes-as-children-s-injuries-double-20251203-p5nkm4.html
https://www.smh.com.au/national/nsw/doctors-urge-parents-to-stop-buying-illegal-e-bikes-as-children-s-injuries-double-20251203-p5nkm4.html
https://www.transport.nsw.gov.au/system/files/media/documents/2025/end-of-life-vessels-community-consultation-report-november-2025.pdf


Many thanks to those who have renewed APA memberships and contributed to our 
Fighting fund.  
 
Can you contribute as well?  
Council’s draft LEP/DCP (Local Environment Plan/Development Control Plan) is currently being assessed by NSW Depart-
ment of Planning and Environment. When the assessment is complete Council will vote to open the draft LEP/DCP for   fur-
ther comment from the community.  
As this is a complex document APA is considering employing a Planning Consultant, to prepare a professional report.  There 
is almost sufficient in our Fighting Fund to cover the cost of the consultant; however additional donations are required.  If 
you want to ensure that the new LEP/DCP is relevant to the specific natural and built environment of Avalon Beach please 
assist us to make this professional submission to Council.   
 

APA WESTPAC BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS 
Account name: Avalon Preservation Association  BSB.732 -095     Acc.  070127  

Do include the term ‘Fighting Fund’ and your name in the reference box so we can thank you.  

The aims of APA are to  

•  Preserve the natural beauty of the area through promoting proper planning of all future development  

•  Express positively and in appropriate quarters the point of view of residents with regards to any pro-posed 

development and to protect the residential amenity of the area  

• Work with and assist local government in any efforts to improve and beautify the locality and where ap-

propriate instigate such improvements  

PO Box 1 Avalon Beach 2107   http://avalonpreservationassociation.org.au/ and on Facebook                                  

email: avalonpreservationa@gmail.com 

In APA, we care for Avalon because we live here  

Bushcare in 2026 
Avalon’s bushland needs our care. Can you help? 
Helping nature is very satisfying.  Like gardening, bushcare is forever, but you don’t have to turn up every  time your        
favourite group meets. Once you’ve seen progress over a few months  - or years  - you ‘ll feel a real sense of achievement.  
Note: some of the Bushcare groups near Avalon shown on the NBC website are no longer operating. 
 

RESERVE 
 

LOCATION Meeting Day each month, 8.30– 11.30 

Bangalley Headland Reserve Track entrance on Whale Beach Rd Second Sunday 

Toongari Reserve 
  

entry next to Avalon KU kindy on Avalon 
Pde. 

Second Saturday 

Palmgrove Park Meet in Bellevue Ave First Saturday 

Avalon Dunes Meet near Montessori School off Tasman 
Rd 

First Sunday 

Angophora Reserve Various. Check with NBC Michael Kneipp 
0417688492 

Third Sunday 

Catalpa Reserve Catalpa Avenue entrance (Occasionally) fourth Saturday 

Careel Creek Various. Check with NBC Supervisor    
Karin Nippard 0417 040 045 

Fourth Sunday 


