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Avalon Preservation Trust 

Incorporated as Avalon Preservation Association 

Room 1 Avalon Community Centre 

Monday 27 November 2017 

7.00 pm 

Annual General Meeting 

Minutes 
 

7.00 pm Guest speaker 
The guests and members of the APA present at the AGM were treated to a fascinating talk 
by Richard Stutchbury. Richard, an internationally recognised local sculptor & landscape 
architect, spoke about his work and the inspiration for his design of gardens, landscapes and 
sculptures for both public and private commissions. All Richard’s work is crafted by hand, 
exploring media such as granite, marble, sandstone, steel, bronze, earth and flowers. One of 
his sculptures is the beautiful commemorative granite sculpture on Collaroy Beach entitled 
'The Knitting Girl and Care Package. 
 
After refreshments, the Annual General Meeting for the APA was held. NBC Mayor and the 
three councilors for Northern Ward were invited. 
 
1. Apologies 
Mayor Michael Regan  Councillor Kylie Ferguson Marilyn Guion 
Carolyn & Geoff Mills  Ann Moss   Catherine Kinley 
Jonathon King   Allison Bosley 
 
2. Acceptance of Minutes of AGM 21 November 2016 
Moved: Peter Mayman  Seconded: Ken Roberts  Carried 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 
AGM_APA15/01 Investigate relevant social media to develop an online presence for APA 
Done.  Launch of the website 27 November 2017. 
 
AGM_APA16/01 Presentation of Avalon Place Plan to the leadership team of Northern 
Beaches Council. 
Done. This was presented to a meeting of NBC staff members and very positively received. 
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4. Launch of the APA website. www.avalonpreservationassociation.org.au   
Craig Boaden launched our new website at our 50th Anniversary AGM. The website was 
developed over 12 months and managed by committee member, Craig Boaden. Web design 
services were provided pro bono by local photographer Michael Mannington. On the 
website, people will find information on Current Issues, updates on important matters, 
information about the APA and its aims and objectives. Members can also download the 
latest APA Bulletin or renew membership. 
 
5. President’s report by Peter Mayman 
2017 has again been a very busy year for your committee. In honour of the 50th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Avalon Preservation Association (Trust) Geoff Searl prepared an 
early history of the APT, which was recently published by Pittwater Online. 
 
In summary 

 The Avalon Preservation Trust (APT) was founded in July 1967 as a reaction to a proposal 
by Warringah Council for 90 acres of flats.  

 In the late 1960s, the APT successfully stopped the mining of the Avalon sand dunes. 

 In 1968, the APT, under the leadership of Connie Adams, formed the Angophora Reserve 
Management Committee. Initially, the Management Committee oversaw the planting of 
appropriate eucalypt food trees for the then thriving koala population.  

 In 1979, the Management Committee was able to block the bulldozing of a sewer track 
through this precious reserve.  

 In 1989, Angophora Reserve was listed on the National Estate Register because of a 
campaign led by the indefatigable Connie Adams. Note that the Angophora Reserve is 
still under the watchful eye of the APA with ongoing bushcare led by APA committee 
member, Geoff Searl. 

 The APT joined with other local associations to block the proposal for an airport at 
Duffy’s Forest and the attempt in 1971 to establish a hovercraft pad in Careel Bay. 

 1n 1972, the APT was successful in blocking attempts to clear and establish major 
development in the Careel Bay mangroves. 

 In 1985, Garvon Kable, president of APT, was successful in stopping unauthorised work to 
widen the Bilgola bends. 

 Successful negotiations between Avalon Preservation Trust and the then Warringah 
Council, ensured that Avalon Beach, unlike many other local beaches, does not have a 
storm water drain polluting the beach after excessive rain. 

 
We can celebrate fifty years of looking after Avalon Beach with those and many more issues 
and expect plenty more challenges today and ahead----so there is an ongoing role for APA. 
 
Activities during the past year, 2017 

 We initiated and met with administrator Dick Persson to walk him through our local 
area to help him understand our focus and concerns. 

 We presented our Vision for Avalon [Place Planning] to the Administrator and senior 
staff 

 The views of the APA were represented by members of the APA Management 
Committee participating in Pittwater Forever Group meetings including the Meet the 

http://www.avalonpreservationassociation.org.au/
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NBC Candidates meetings. In light of the forced amalgamation, of Pittwater into 
NBC, the future role of PFE is now under review. 

 APA prepared submissions on the on redevelopment of Ibiza cafe---resulting in the 
successful retention of the heritage character of the building. 

 APA participated in the planning and design committee. For the Palm Beach 
walkway, now under construction. 

 The significant Cultural Audit of the Avalon Beach area was sponsored by APA and 
presented to NBC Council and the Administrator. 

 After the forty-year-old APA noticeboard was removed by the building’s owner. APA 
has been looking for a new home. Hopefully soon a new noticeboard to be erected 

 APA lodged submissions regarding: 
o Sports fields and golf courses review 
o Walking Avalon report 
o Childcare centre ,47 Central Rd 
o Strategic Plan 
o Numerous DAs for residential developments when concerns were raised 

regarding their appropriateness. 

 There has been ongoing correspondence with NBC and Woolworths re rubbish in 
Edmund Hock Lane between Woolworths and the Shell Service Station. 

 APA together with Palm Beach, Clareville and Newport resident groups has attended 
numerous meetings with Rob Stokes and BLine management regarding services 
north of Mona Vale. 

 
Thank you to our committee ---it has been a busy year and APA is fortunate to have such a 
committed committee. 
We are also extremely sorry that Pat Gleen will be retiring after so many years. We will miss 
her greatly and David, always available in the background. 
 
Acceptance of the Chairperson’s report was moved by Geoff Searl and seconded by Sue 
Martin  Carried. 
 
6. Treasurer’s Report 
 
Sue Martin tabled the Treasurer’s Report.  

Summary  

1 July 2016 – 30 June 2017  

Funds at the start of the period $3999.79 

Received during the period $2053.74 

Spent during the period $624.62 

Funds at the end of the period $4428.91 

 
Acceptance of the Treasurer’s report was moved by Craig Boaden and seconded by Peter 
Mayman   Carried 
 
7. Election of Management Committee 
Sadly, Pat Gleen stepped down after many years as a significant contributor to the APA 
Management Committee. 
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Roger Sayers was nominated to fill the vacancy. Roger is well known in the local area for his 
community involvement over many years. 
Fortunately, the other members of the 2016-2017 committee agreed to stand again. All 
members were elected unopposed 
 
The Management Committee for 2017-2018 is 
Peter Mayman (President)   Marita Macrae (Vice president) 
Sue Martin Treasurer/Secretary)  Craig Boaden (Web manager) 
Conrad Grayson    Ros Marsh 
Roger Sayers     Geoff Searl 
 
Moved  Robyn Plumb    Seconded Pru Wawn  Carried. 
 
8. Election of Public Officer 
Peter Mayman nominated the incumbent, Sue Martin. This was seconded by Geoff Searl. 
Carried 
 
9. General Business 
Disappointment was loudly expressed by members at the AGM that none of our elected 
representatives, Councillors Kylie Ferguson., Alex McTaggart and Ian White nor Mayor 
Michael Regan attended our celebration of 50 years of commitment to the local area. The 
meeting was informed that apologies has been received from the Mayor’s office and 
Councillor Ferguson but there was no information about the non-appearance of Councillor 
Alex McTaggart and Councillor Ian White. 
The committee was asked to ensure that these absences were noted in any record of the 
AGM in the APA bulletin. 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm 
 
SUMMARY OF ACTION REQUIRED 

Code Action By Whom Details 

AGM_APA15/01 Investigate relevant social media to 
develop an online presence for APA 

APA committee Done 

AGM_APA16/01 Presentation of Avalon Place Plan to 
the leadership team of Northern 
Beaches Council. 

Peter Mayman Done 

AGM_APA17/01 Record the absence of our elected NBC 
representatives in the APA bulletin 

APA committee February 
2018 bulletin 

 


