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March 1 2018 

Mark Ferguson 

General Manager 

Northern Beaches Council 

 

Dear  Mark 

RE: Maintenance of gutters and storm water drains in Avalon  

 

Avalon is in an urban forest. Because of the drought many trees are losing more foliage than usual. 

We note many street gutters are full of leaves. We’d like to know what is happening about Council 

sweeping the gutters as we have not observed the streetsweeper in  action for some time. We know 

parked cars can make this impossible in some places. However rain washing the leaves along gutters 

blocks up the storm water system, causes local flooding, overloads the gross pollutant trap on Careel 

Creek, or washes excess leaf litter into Pittwater. As sediment picks up nutrients and contamination 

this will have a harmful effect on water quality. Some drains are clearly not able to function, so the 

stormwater system is broken.  

 

Photos of 

some of the 

many drains 

and gutters 

filled with 

leaves 

around 

Avalon. 

 

 

 

This is a problem Council needs to address. Residents could be 

encouraged by Council to collect the gutter leaf litter for mulch on 

their gardens and see it as a resource rather than rubbish. The usually 

small amount of plastic or other litter is easily removed. In more built 

up areas the street sweeper will have to be used and some temporary 

parking bans applied when it is in use. A regular program similar to the 

weekly bin pickup could be arranged particularly in areas with many 

trees such as Avalon. 

 

Please let us know what Council intends to do about maintenance of 

gutters and drains. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Marita Macrae 

Vice Chairperson 

Avalon Preservation Association 


